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Directed Verdict on Store Patron's Falldown Claim 

Case Caption :
 
Roseanne Cody v Hannaford Brothers Company
 

Verdict : Directed verdict for defendant. 
Judge: Santo 1. Ruma 
Dat e of Verd ict: 811 0/2004 
Attorneys: 
Plaintiff: Withheld 
Defendant : David S, Katz, Westborough 

Facts: A school teacher who claimed to have slipped and fallen in a puddle of water created by melted snow pursued this premises liability claim 
against a grocery store owner. The owner denied notice of the defect and filed a motion with the cour t for a directed verdict. The court granted the 
motion . 

Plaintiff Roseanne Cody was a patron at Defendant Hannaford Brothers' supermarket. She claimed she slipped on an accumulation of water in the 
foyer area of the store. Plaintiff was wearing boots because it was snowing at the time of her visit to the store. According to plaintiff, the water on 
the floor was the resu lt of melted snow. 

Plaintiff, a 52 year old school teacher, alleged that defendant knew or should have known of the water on the floor. Plaintiff argued that defendant 
failed to clean the area, resulting in a hazardous condition for defendant's customers. Plaintiffdid not remember whether there were mats on the 
floor. Nor could she identify how long the water had been on the floor. Plaintiff claimed to have sustained a soft tissue neck injury as a result of 
this fall. 

Defend ant contended that it had no notice of water on the floor and claimed to have taken reasonable measures to provide for patron safety. The 
store manager put out mats and cones when it began to snow, which was two hours prior to plaintiff 's visit. Defendant also argued that plaintiff did 
not seek treatment for her alleged injury until 2.5 months after the accident and in the interim, had treated with an orthopedist without mentioning 
this incident. Defendant claimed that plaintiff may have suffered a minor muscle strain when she fell, but that she had fully recovered from her 
1I1J ury. 

Plaintiff Profile: Plaintiff was a 52 year old single female who was a school teacher. 

Alleged Inj ury: Soft tissue paracervical sprain of the neck which required sporadic chiropractic treatment and neurological treatment one year 
after the accident. Plaintiff claimed $3,254 in medicals. 

Sett lement Effor ts :	 Last Demand : $25.000 
Last Offer: None 

Case Number:	 0186CV0087 
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